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would have meant a long step forward, and would have
opened the way for further progress in the direction oi
constitutional government, while the scheme of forming
immediately a Cadet Cabinet would, on the contrary,
have led certainly to"*a violent conflict between the
Supreme Power and the new Government, which would
have demanded at the start that its complete party pro-
gramme should be carried out, embodying radical
reforms to which the Emperor would not have con-
sented.
In refusing their co-operation to M. Stolypine, the
Moderate Liberals, like Prince Lvoff, Count Hey den
and others, again made a serious mistake, and showed
how unripe the political parties in Russia were at that
time and how they were controlled by the passions of
the moment. The real cause of their refusal was that
the dissolution of the Douma had produced in all the
Liberal circles, even the most moderate, a strong feeling
of discontent, and consequently those personages were
afraid of losing their prestige and their influence in the
country if they should join the Government just then,
M- Stolypine realized this very well, and was influenced
thereby to put off the execution of his plan until the
opening of the second Douma, when political passions
would have had time to calm down and the public
would have been persuaded of the loyal intentions of
the Prime Minister.
Here comes in the very curious episode of General
TrepofFs scheme for the formation of a Cabinet to be
composed purely of Cadets. Before proceeding to
throw full light upon this incident, I will say that my
recital may possibly err in certain minor details of a
material order, simply because several of those details
are still unknown to me. It rests with M. Milioufcoff